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Interior design is something I have been drawn to since middle school.  While most eighth-graders spent their weekends watching TV or playing sports, I spent mine drawing our mock floor plans for my bedroom.  Every other week I made it a habit to re-arrange the furniture so my room could have a fresh, new look.  When my mom realized that I couldn’t be stopped, she finally started letting me experiment with color.  This is when I truly realized my interior design dream.

Color.  Color to me is so much more than just the paint on the walls.  Color is the mood, the thought, or the emotion you get when you walk into a room.  The sheer fact that the color of a room has such a subliminal affect on people makes me want to contribute to and be part of it.  To have the ability to make another person feel happy or calm or even hungry is amazing to me.  

Through my designs, I hope to contribute to the area in which I am designing.  As a designer, I would have the opportunity to create a functional and beautiful space.  Not only would my designs be aesthetically pleasing but they would be practical and would benefit the people using them.  I find this rewarding and it would be my way of giving back to the word in which we live.

On the path to becoming the interior designer I want to be, I know I will face many challenges and obstacles but I feel more than prepared for them.  One of my main challenges will be college.  The university of Kentucky has a rigorous interior design program that will take me six years to complete.  Six years is a long time to pay for a college education but I will not let that stand in the way of my ultimate goal.  Getting the best possible education is a must for this field of work and I feel that attending the University of Kentucky will give me the start that I need to be successful.
My other anticipated obstacle is uniqueness.  Although this may sound strange, it is actually very significant.  There are thousands of designers worldwide and my mission is to stand out among them.  People always want something new and better for their spaces and I will have to provide them with it in order for me to be successful.  Some designers find it hard to stand out in a crowd because not everyone is capable of presenting new ideas and concepts.  Being unique and different is something I hope to accomplish for both myself and my future clients.
I have had several influences that have lead me to the interior design path.  The first would have to be my family.  My parents have always encouraged my sisters and me to work hard for what we want and set goals for ourselves.  With their support, I’ve developed a strong sense of determination whenever I set my mind on something.

Another influence has come from my experience as a 4-H Horse Club member.  4-H has given me opportunities to travel to new places and meet people from all corners of the United States.  While participating in a variety of activities and events that 4-H has to offer, I’ve realized that getting out and experiencing other lifestyles is something I’m very interested in.  4-H has also helped me develop my individuality and a true sense of who I am as a person.  In my opinion, this is a very important quality for someone who has the goal of going out into the world to be judged based on their designs.  It would be difficult for an unconfident individual to try and make a living off of people either liking or disliking their work.  Success and failure come hand-in-hand, and I feel I am prepared for either of them because of my strong self-confidence.

In conclusion, becoming an interior designer has been a dream of mine for quite some time.  I find everything about it captivating; from the floor layout plans to the colors on the walls.  This is a big dream and I feel prepared to meet the challenges I will encounter along the way.  I have been very fortunate to have a strong support system from both my family and my 4-H club, with everyone encouraging me to reach for the stars.
I have hundreds of ideas and I can only hope that, someday, my voice will be heard through my designs.

