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It’s that feeling you get when you walk into a certain place such as an exotic restaurant, a hotel suite in California, or even a boutique on a corner in New York City.  You ask yourself, who designed this?  I want to be that person.  My passion for Interior Design evolved slowly over many years of hard work, touch lessons and experimenting with my abilities as an artist.

I began taking art in elementary school, finger painting and coloring with the rest of the class.  Even though I was your typical third grade student, it seemed that I was one of the few students that put a lot of thought into what I was putting onto the paper.  As the years went on, I spent a lot of time in the art room.  It was my secret getaway.
When I moved up to junior high, I had to choose between art and music.  I had been taking band in elementary school as well as art, but my final decision came out to be music.  Being in band was a good experience, although I found myself struggling to keep my grades up.  The stress from tests, quizzes and projects, was building up and I could not escape from it.  I no longer had a secret getaway.  I missed sitting at a table with a pencil in hand, letting my mind wander away to a place where history tests were nonexistent.

After freshman year passed, I decided I needed a change.  On the first day of sophomore year, I dropped out of band and went back to art.  I even decided to take up an architecture class along with my art classes.  It wasn’t long until I started to combine the two.  Not only did I bring my creativity to architecture, I also found myself sketching rooms and furniture in my art classes.  After my architecture teacher, Mr. Carnegie, gave us an interior design project to work on, I knew this was something I wanted to pursue.

Towards the end of my junior year, my hard work was put to the test.  Mr. Carnegie asked me if I would compete in the TSA (Technology Student Association) State Conference.  He knew I had a passion for design and had done very well in his architecture class, so he signed me up for the Interior Design competition.  I worked hard for weeks, during lunch and after school, designing a functional dorm room.  Although the project was extensive, it was not stressful at all.  I enjoyed it because it was something I was passionate about.  All my hard work paid off when I received second place in the State Conference at The College of New Jersey.  Being in this competition brought out the most in my passion for design and I was certain that this is the career path I want to follow.

My senior year held many of my great accomplishments.  I strayed from interior design a bit when I entered a logo design contest sponsored by TSA to promote organic recycling in New Jersey.  I am proud to say my design won first place and my logo will be used on t-shirts, posters, bumper stickers, window decals, and public service announcements through out the state.  Word got out quickly and before I knew it, I was designing logos for the KEA (Kittatinny Education Association), KRHS Staff and many other groups.  But this was only the beginning.

This past spring I had three pieces entered in the annual Teen Arts Festival.  One of my pieces, a 3D yarn basket with a matching clay bowl, was nominated along with four others to receive a scholarship workshop at Peters Valley Craft Center.  Even after turning in my application and essay a day late, I won the scholarship and will be participating in a wire sculpting class this summer.

This past April, I had the privilege of competing in the TSA State Conference for he second time.  I was determined to come in first this year in the Interior Design contest, so I worked harder than I’ve ever worked before.  This time I had to design the lobby of an upscale pet hotel, but the only difference from last year is that I had a lot more competition from other schools.  Yet again, my hard work paid off and I am honored to hold the first place trophy.  This was a great way to end my architectural career in high school.

Needless to say, my high school career has held some of my most important accomplishments, and I ah hoping to have many more throughout my years at college.  I have been accepted in the Interior Design program at Endicott College, and am prepared to tackle every obstacle and to succeed as an Interior Designer.

