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Confined to a hospital room, I helped pass the time by drawing, a hobby that has turned into a passion.  I was a young child with cancer, cut off from the work outside.  One of my strongest memories from then is my mother and father always drawing pictures for me.  My parents are not artists, but they filled the room with a million masterpieces.  They were pictures of the things I adored, Ninja Turtles, Power Rangers, Spiderman…it was a body of work DaVinci would envy.  When I was well enough to hold a pencil, it was not them drawing the pictures, but myself, imitating my parents work as best I could with Thomas the Tank Engine style trains, eyes and smiling mouths on their fronts.  Life back then was two things:  treatments, and art.  For me, drawing was an escape from the turmoil of needles, chemotherapy, and bone marrow transplants.

I survived that ordeal, and so did my attachment to art.  Just as my health improved, so too did my art.  Thomas the Tank Engine became still lives and figures; crayon and watercolor were replaced with conte and oil.  That love of art instilled in me so many years ago started to grow, and kept on growing.  My experience with cancer has left me a strong passion for art; it is something I fit in to my life whenever possible, and art has been something I have cared deeply about.  I have pursued classes outside of my high school at Parsons in New York, and am proud to be an artistic leader in my school’s Yearbook Committee and Newspaper Club, as the Art editor and Graphics Editor respectively.  Art has taught me to think differently, how to convey thoughts through a means other than words.  I see it as a form of expression like no other.  As much as I love art, my pursuit of it has not lead me to abandon my academic interests.  I am an avid reader, and take challenging academic courses at my high school.  I see myself as someone not only artistically gifted, but academically gifted as well.  As someone with such a passion for art, along with a love of many academic fields, I see architecture is the perfect major for me, and I know I can trace part of that fit back to my fight with cancer.

Shortly after 9/11, I made the decision I wanted to be an architect.  9/11, tragic as it was, created a need to rebuild, and I can remember myself seeking out the contending plans for the site, designs of buildings I found myself amazed by.  The designs were varied, each different interpretations of what could be done to inspire the American people, and honor those who had been lost.  The power of architecture to create feelings of awe and inspiration, and serve as a tribute to others, is unique.  Architecture plays not only a social role, but a role in nearly everything else.  Without architects, where would doctors work, where would children learn?  People would have nowhere to live.  Architecture can reflect the public consciousness, and it can challenge conventional wisdom.  It is art on a grand scale, a means of expression with a meaningful use.

I consider myself a well rounded student, a quality appropriate for a major such as architecture.  My intellectual interests are diverse, as are the skills required for such a field.  I want fields like science and math to be part of my life.  They are deeply rooted in each other, and architecture is rooted in them.  I am also a student with a love of the arts, and as someone with a strong art background, I have developed a strong portfolio of artwork.  I am confident that my portfolio demonstrates the commitment to design I have, as it is the end product of several years devoted to the field.  This passion for art, coupled with my thirst for science, math, and other academics, has set me down the road towards a career in architecture.  It is appropriate that I would choose a major that relates to all of my interests, and allows me to express myself.  The skills required for architecture are many, and I see it as a major where I can make the most of everything I have learned, and perhaps one day inspire others with work of my own.
