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Some people enjoy treating patients, for others it is discovering a new type of technology, for me, I enjoy walking into an empty room and creating a space to fit someone’s needs.

Interior design brings life to a space.  How did I, a hard working high school student, become interested in this specialized profession? For many years, I have enjoyed rearranging furniture and accessorizing spaces.  Drawing up faux floor plans and incorporating the latest design ideas into my dream spaces has become a hobby of mine.  For years my father and I have enjoyed watching design shows and taking on design projects at home.  I began to seriously consider interior design as a career after we, as a family, remodeled our kitchen.  We had a design firm plan out the space and give us several potential layouts.  The whole process amazed me.  From clearing out the space, to watching the plans go from paper to reality, from the construction stage, all the way to the lighting and finishing touches, I was amazed.

My parents consulted me on each and every step because they knew I was intrigued and had great ideas.  I was very excited and gave them as much input as possible.  At the end of the renovation, the designer of our kitchen asked me if I would work for her firm.  It was a dream come true.  I could not believe it!  I have been employed with the firm for summers and holidays ever since.

From working at this firm, Morgan House Interiors, I have learned that there is much more to being a successful designer than just “designing.”  One has to take into account the client and his or her needs as well as the financial aspects of the project.  Then of course, there are the architects, plumbers, electricians, and engineers, who are all crucial to completing the job.

During the summer of 2008, I had the opportunity to be a part of the “Discovering Interior Design” program at Drexel University.  One of the main reasons I applied to the program was to see if I would enjoy two weeks of intense interior design work.  After all of my other experiences, I knew two weeks of straight interior design would either confirm my desires or lead me to a new path.

The studio became my home for those two weeks.  I had an opportunity to experience “crunch time”, when projects are due and the last twelve hour stretch feels like twelve seconds.  Once the projects were assigned, the two weeks seemed to fly by.  The experience was amazing.  I learned so much and grew creatively from both the professors and the teaching assistants at Drexel who aided us in our projects.

Working towards the final presentation was quite an experience.  Mistakes were made and corrected; concept boards were critiqued and altered.  The hardest lesson that I learned was that I was not working for myself; I had to realize I was working for the client and I had to meet all of his or her needs.  I found myself making decisions about the project from my own bias.  However, as I worked through the project with my professors, I realized that as the designer, I had to put my desires to the side and become sensitive to what the client really needs and desires.  It was a very important lesson.  I now know that to be a successful designer one must understand the balancing act in which the ultimate goal is the successful execution of a design that satisfies the client’s needs.  The design must incorporate all the necessities to be a functional space.

Through my experiences with Morgan House Interiors and the “Discovering Interior Design” program at Drexel, I feel I have discovered and confirmed my desire to become an interior designer.  I have learned so much already and realize that there is much more I have yet to learn.  I have never once lost interest in the field and I have come to believe that once you enter the work of interior design, there is no turning back.  It becomes a part of who you are and how you live your life.  I believe I have the talent, the intellect, the work ethic, and the perseverance to succeed in the field of interior design.

